—ͤ ——— “1. ——-H- RR * — — * 


I 14%é «⅛ » — __ 


To find ourſalues difbonourable Grabes. 


By a STOCKING- 


——— and per about 


Mes at ſome Time are Maſters of their Fates » 
The Fault, dear Brutus, is not in our Stars, © 
But in Ounszarves thet Wi are UnvrntinGs; 


* | 2 
A. K. * 
* 5s + WS. by _ 
me „ y 
a * * 1 
* 1 
s 7 C 
** n 
” - . 
” * bs " 
n 93 + 
l 9 1 a 
al * 9 , 4 dy 
—- - — 
9 z one” * * 4 *, hs 
— Kind v . * „ 
FX * » * 
4 * 


_ P „„ ; * * 
va — 
0 ** 
* La %, : 4.8 3 
4 0 > & 


(3) 


mx . XX NEN A. Na 
e eee — 
RPR A AR S XU NX 


A LETTER, Ge. 


DDR TER ballancing with myſelf for 
A | ſome weeks paſt, and very ſeriouſly 
a conſidering whether I ſhould give 
A you, fir, the trouble of reading, 
and myſelf that of writing the enſuing letter, 
many reaſons have at length determined me 
to this open public addreſs. As I do not in- 
tend to ſign my name to it, (not being am- 
bitious of the character of an Author) fo I 
| ſhall not prefix that of the perſon to whom it is 
directed: and this, I take it, will not be with- 
out its conveniencies to us both. In the firſt 
place it will wave all ceremony, and of courſe 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of caſting about in my 
mind how to grace you with the proper epi- 
thets of your rank, your function, or your 
dignity. It will befides fave us both a world 
A2 of 
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of bluſhing ; on my part, for the aukward- 
neſs with which I muſt appear in my firſt at- 
tempt to be a writer ; and on your part, fir, 
for the honeſt truths which you will hear be- 
fore I lay down the pen. For the mode in 
which you will hear thofe truths, I will not 
undertake to anſwer, as I am unſkilled in 
the art of adorning my ſtile, of poliſhing ſen- 
tences, and giving ſpecious colourings to 
plain matters of fact. A rough honeſty will 
be the higheſt grace I ſhall be able to reach; 
and with that rough honeſty let me enter at 
once upon the fubje& of this letter. 


The promotion of Lord Digby, our late 
worthy repreſentative, to the dignity of a 
Peer of the realm and a Lord of parli H 
has made a vacancy for the city of Wells. 
Peter Taylor, Eſq, of Barcot near rhis city, 
and Child, Eſq. who I am told is a 
banker at Temple-bar. For the former gen- 
tleman, whom I have long known, it is my in- 
tention to vote at the enſuing election, and 
this, it ſeems, has given umbrage to you, fir, 
who would fain perſuade me to favour the pre- 
tenſions of a man, whom I never heard of in 
my life, before you thought proper to recom- 
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mend him to the FaEEUMEN of Wells, or ra- 


ther to the Cox pOR ATOM. You have ar. 
raigned my conduct upon this occaſion, and 
the charge againſt me does not loſe in the car- 
rying, ſuch is the merit of your agents in 
helping about falſhood, calumny and nonſenſe. 
I am charged with ingratitude, for I have 
heretofore met with civilities at your hands; 
with faction, for I preſume to think for 
myſelf; with rebellion againſt your power, 
for I do not put my conſcience into your 
care to be governed as your ſupreme au- 
thority ſhall think fit; and jn ſhort, I diſturb 
the peace of the borough, which for many 
years has been a ſine-cure to the freemen, 
managed wholly by yourſelf, who, it muſt be 
confeſſed, have ſhewn as great dexterity in 
packing 2 lay-corporation, as if it were a 
ſpiritual one, and wholly within your province. 
To vindicate my character from the aſperſions 
thrown out againſt it, is the deſign of this 
letter; and to that end, I reaſon in the fol- 
Dwing manner. 


l take it to be a true maxim that England can 
never be undone but by a parliament, and I 
23222 that it will never be un- 
done by a parliament. if the repreſentatives of 
A3 the 
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the people are choſen by the free voice of their 
conſtituents. Men may be bribed to work 
the general ruin, but without ſome powerful 
motives to warp the judgment, the true per- 
manent intereſt of every place that has a 
right of ſending deputies to the great council 
of the nation, will be fully underſtood, and 
the election will generally fall on thoſe who 
are ſuppoſed to be able to promote that inte- 
reſt. In this caſe, the character of each can- 
didate will prove his ſtrongeſt recommenda- 
tion, and it will then be the duty of the elec- 
tors to weigh that character and give their 
votes accordingly. This, ſir, is my idea of 
the conduct to be held by every perſon who 
has a voice in the nomination of repreſenta- 
tives in parliament ; he is a truſtee for the pub- 
lic ; the right of voting is given him by the 
conſtitution for conſtitutional purpoſes, and 
no others. To barter it away for perſonal 
obligations is to make a ſacrifice of the good 
of numbers, to the little narrow views of a 
baſe and ſelfiſh individual. Gratitude is a 
virtue; but let me add that the patron, who 
would extinguiſh all feelings for a community, 
who would deſtroy the independency of a citi- 
zen in his public capacity, exerts an inſidious 
friendſhip, and while he expects a return for 
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his fovours 8t the expence of conſcience, he 
expects what he has no right to in a moral 
ſenſe, and therefore his claim, being founded 
in corruption, is utterly void. I hope, fir, that 
your doctrine js not the reverſe of this, for, if 
it is, it will very ill become your function. A 
miniſter of the goſpel will aot dare to avow 
ſo pernicious a principle; and ſhould he do it, 
n abominate that ſyſtem 
of morality, which in plain Engliſh tells him 
that he muſt renounce his duty to his country 
to merit your protection, or in other words, 
that he muſt be the et luxe tn order 


. 


I have, been 
for too long a Time have been drove by you 
to the political market ; but appeal to your- 
ſelf, have I eyer received a farthing of the mo- 
ney I was fold for? I acquieſced under your 
uſurpations of power, for 1 did not know 
where to turn for redreſs. The opportunity 
is now fair, and I embrace it chearfully: 
where is the ingratitude in this? caſt up the ac. 
count fairly between us, and the obli was 
conferred upon you. Your conſequence with 
the great was ſupported by our tame ſubmif- 
ſion: your pretenſions to lawn-ſleves were 

A 4 founded 
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founded upon the puſillanimity of the voters; 
your pride was gratified, nay bloated with it; 


you was thereby enabled to ſwagger at turn- 
pike- meetings, and petty-ſeflions, with all-ſuf- 
ficiency, and to impreſs an opinion above that 
you had created for yourſelf at Wells, a tem- 
poral as well as a ſpiritual tyranny. 


| But perhaps it is on the. ſcore of public 
benefits, during the courſe of your manage- 
in; har your the « Gen ates Rec 
for their votes at the enſuing election. I am 
ready to join iſſue with you upon this point. 
Where are the monuments of your goodneſs ? 
you muſt not point to your larder or your cel- 
lar; that ſort of liberality muſt not be admit- 
ted as a plea in your favour : independent men 
have a right to ohject to it; ſituated as you 
have long been at Wells, to have wanted hoſ- 
pitality wou'd have heen an impolitic and a 
ſordid vice; and ſurely as a moraliſt or a di- 
vine, you will not place any conſiderable vir- 
tue in giving corporation dinners. That you 
have occaſionally the dictates of a full belly to 
declare in your favour, and that your praiſes 
often riſe in mens ſtomachs, I do not mean to 
deny ; nay I will be candid enough to own, 
that I have marked your gueſts iſſuing from 


your 
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your houſe in a manner which plainly ſhewed 
that you had treated the whole doctrine of 
temperance with great contempt. Let me do 
you juſtice : to the ſocial pleaſures of eating 
and drinking too much you have never been 
an enemy. But I have not called upon you 
far the memoirs of your table ; about your 
butcher's bill I am wholly unconcerned ; your 
patriot ſpirit, your ſervices to the corpora- 
tion of Wells, thoſe are the articles in which 
I defire to be inſtructed. What branch of 
trade, dwing theſe Jeſt fix and twenty years, 
has been encouraged by you ? has any and 
what manufacture been eſtabliſhed at Wells 
fince you became dictator in the borough ? 
acts of this kind would have redounded to your 
honour, and brought ineſtimable advantages 
to the town : an increaſe of population would 
have followed from it; houſes now | 
into ruin would have been repaired and well- 
inhabited; induſtry would have worn a warm 
and thriving countenance ; maſter - traders 
would not have been deterred from underta- 
king commiſſions in their buſineſs for want of 
hands, and we ſhould have boaſted a labori- 
inſtead of ſeeing numbers diſtreſſed by poverty 
into a low and abject ſubmiſſion to the pride 
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ard arrogance of you, fir, and one or two 
more, wha ſhall be nameleſs at preſent. But 
to introduce a comfortable affluence among 
the voters was never your intention ; indepen- 
dency might ſpring from it, and then it would 
not have been eaſy to make a ſelf-intereſted 
Job of 8 and to violate that free- 
dom which the law requires in elections of 
members to ſerve in parliament. 


Since, therefore, private frienaſhip (if a 
confederacy in evil purpoſes may be called 
friendſhip) can give you no right to controul 
the conſciences of honeſt men, and fince from 
_ emoluments you derive no fort of me- 
rit, upon what ground would you eſtabliſh 
that arbitrary power which you claim over our 
ſentiments and opinions upon the preſent oc- 
caſion? Finding yourſelf appointed our ſpi- 
ritual guide, did you conceive that you was 
| | therefore to be the framer of our political 
creed, and the diſpoſer of every man's judg- 
ment and inclination ? Permit me, fir, to 
ſpeak my mind with freedom upon this head. 
To the conſtitution of my country, as it is 
by law eſtabliſhed, both in regard to church 
and ſtate, I am in the ſincerity of my heart 
a warm and a zealous well-wiſher; and as on 
the 
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the one hand, I ſhould adhor that 
who ſhould attempt to trample upon the rights 
of the clergy, ſo on the other may I never 
live to ſee church power erected upon the ru- 
ins of civil liberty. The eccleſiaſtical and 
the temporal orders of the ſtate have been 
line has been drawn between them; and when- 
ever either the one or the other ſhall attempt 

to make eneroachments, and to arrogate to 
itſelf more power than has been aſſigned to it 
by our anceſtors, it will then aim at an un- 
due t of its influence, and where 
that influence prevails it will be downright 
tyranny. The days of prieſtcraft were the 
days of ſlavery : whoever is but ſlightly verſed” 
in the annals of this country, knows with what 
ambitious ftrides ſacerdotal pride extended it- 
ſelf over the kingdom, "ill liderty was at length 
reſcued out of the hands of pious 
and delivered down to us as the nobleft le- 
never ſurrender it again, fir, either into your 
hands, or thoſe of any other perſon, who ſhall 
think proper to exceed the boundaries of his 
duty, and become an abſolute borough-jobber, 
inſtead of a teacher of the goſpel. When I 
fay this, let me be underſtood to have all due 


reſpect 
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reſpeft and reverense for the character of a 
clergyman: I know many who do honour to 
their cloth, and even in your own corporation 
I could name thoſe who are happy enough not 
to live their days within the vortex of your 
politics, and ſtjll preſerve their principles un- 
tainted. Their example it wou'd become you 
to imitate ; but if that would be too great a 
condeſcenſion, I could defire you to lift your 
eyes to your ſuperior, and take from him the 
leflons of moderation, and a juſt contempt 
for faction and party-rage. The conſequence 
would be that you would live with the good 
wiſhes of mankind in the evening of honoura- 
ble days. You would now, upon the point 
of paſſing from nature to eternity, be princi- 

pally employed in thinking of the kingdom of 
tbe Ele, inſtead of buſying yourſelf, with a 
moſt irreverend ambition, about an election ot 
the unfaithful upon earth; and you would 
leave behind you a character worthy to be 
held up as a pattern'to thoſe who may here- 
after ſucceed to your preferments. I ſhall not 
pauſe here to delineate the features of the cha- 
rater which unhappily muſt now ſtand upon 
record amongſt us; but I will look forward, 
and tell you the dreadful conſequences my 
imagination ſtarts at, ſhould you be able to 
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tranſmit an ill- gotten po 
fied diftator, who, encouraged by your ſuc- 
ceſs, may come to exert a pernicious influence 
in elections, and follow the principles he will 
find in that Cope of Stavery which you are 
likely to leave behind — 


I figure to myſelf, fir, a young * ö 
of a ſtrong athletic frame, who may early diſ- 
tinguiſn himſelf at Oxford, not by an atten- 
tion to the precepts of religion, bur at the 
head of a band of rioters, where, among the 
ſingular atchievements of his youth, his forci- 
ble entry into a meeting- houſe, and his rrium- 
phant exit with the pulpit on his back ſhall 
acquire for him the ſtile and title of Ma jon. 
Encouraged by this, he may proceed in his ca- 
reer to Briſtol ; there he may again diſplay his 
genius amidſt election mobs, may beat his cu- 
rate in the church- yard, and rife to the pre- 
poſterous dignity of Reverend Coro RT. 
In this motley character, the Colonel may 
preach, and the Parſon may get drunk, till it 
ſhall be time to add the renown of perfidy to 
his character by a deſertion of his old friends, 
and then in a fit of political hypocriſy, like 
another Vic ax of Bray, he may turn Whig, 
and be as turbulent for the houſe of Hanover. 
as 


(14) 


as he had f been for other men and 
other principles. Thus, unmindful of his 
function, neglecting all the important duties 
of bis calling, conſtant at election dinners, 
never in the pulpit, inflamed with faction, 
not religious zeal, more addicted to a return- 
ing officer than the evangeliſts, as unverſed in 
heathen literature as the ſacred rext, potent in 
his cups, impotent in his paſſions; hoſpitable, 
without generoſity; frank, without ſincerity; 
proud, imperious, and illiberal; ſuch a fellow 
may, in evil hour, be promoted to the prin- 
cipal ſtall in a cathedral. In this ſtation, what 
vill be the firſt act to which the ingredients of 
his nature will prompt him ? It will probably 
be an undutiful and indecent quarrel with his 


rage, ſuch a genius will not lie ſtill, till he 
has drawn upon himſelf a ſentence of excom- 
munication. Thus interdicted, he will feel no 
remorſe of conſcience, for it is not his God he 
wants to ſerve; but he will with all 
will then for the firſt time conceĩve a deſire of 
ſhewing himſelf in the pulpit, not to incul- 
cate the doctrine of humility and other Chriſ- 
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knows that the turbulence of his temper, and 
his public contempt of all decency aud order, 
will not fail to raiſe a general laugh in the con- 
gregation. He will intrigue, cabal, and wrig- 
gle therefore to get himſelf appointed a Lent- 
preacher at Briſtol ; and ſhould the biſhop of 
that dioceſe determine that his pulpit ſhall not 
be thus degraded, he will preſume to write 
him a letter in terms of the higheſt diſreſpect 
and infolence. His ſuſpenſion taken off, pride 
like his will diſdain to make a proper apology 
for the errors of his former conduct; but he 
will take upon him to refuſe his own imme- 

diate ſuperior the ſacrament, afferting with 

real malice that his biſhop is not fit to be ad- 

mitted to the communion-table, on account 
of his want of charity. Should his lordſhip, 
thus treated with unparallelled effrontry, 
behave upon the occaſion with a meekneſs that 
does honour to his character, our Priefl-mili- 
tant will proceed to & with the ſame ſpiric in 
kim is affairs of ceclefatical centers. Should 

a ſcruple of conſcience, which is now and then 
ſome election-day, ſeize an indigent voter, and 
induce him to declare that he comes: to poll 
with bribe in his pocket, 6— 
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divine will be a political caſuiſt upon the oc- 


 _ cafion, and ſolve the difficulty with a Po ! po! 


fwear un—ſwear un—the fin is upon thoſe who 
tender the oath, not upon him that takes it.— 
Thus like Hudibraſs he will explain away the 
ſanctions of an oath, which have ever been 


As thus: a breach of oath is duple, 
And either way admits a /cruple ; 
And may be ex parte o thi maker, 
| Morecriminal than the injur'd taker. 
For he that ſtrains too hard a vo. 
Will break it like an o'erbent bow: 
And he that made it, forc'd and broke it, 
Not He that for convenience took it. 


Moreover, ſhould a reſpectable clergyman be 
called upon to preach an aſſize ſermon, and 
with a force of eloquence ſet forth the hors 
rors of perjury, and ſubornation of perjuty,* 
our pious politician, impatient of all ſalutary 
admonition, will inſtantly cry out, The fellow 
means me ; I am libelled in my own pulpit— 
4 ſban t h it again; and then laſhing himſelf 
into wrath, he will with difficulty be reſtrained 
from ſending inſtantly to ſilence the preacher, 
even in the face of the learned judges, who 
approve the doctrine, and wiſh it could be 

deeply 
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deeply impreſſed upon all ranks of men 
throughout the kingdom: I vill juſt give one 
ſpecimen more of this character, and then have 
done with it, for its deformity grows odious. 
Should 4 gentleman of an independant ſpirit, 
eminent in a learned profeſſion, and equally 
reſpectable for the qualities of his head and the 
virtues of his heart, happen upon ſome occa- 
fion to claſh with the deſigns of our ſpiritual 
tyrant, he will determine in the fury of his 
revenge to double-tax him. An appeal of 
courſe will be made to the quarter-ſeffions ; our 
hero will cut a leaf out of the book of rates, 
and be ready to ſwear he did not do it; unleſs 
the generolity and moderation of the party ag- 

grieved ſhall inform him in the face of the 
county that he has witneſſes ready in court to 
prove the fact, and for the fake of his cloth 
diſſuade him from ſo flagrant a violation of 
truth. In ſhort, a character like this will pro- 
ceed, like a ſnow-ball, ſtill gathering in its 
courſe, till it has ſubſiſted upon the face of 
the earth for ſeventy years and upwards, play- 
ing every game for parliamentary influence, 
electing truſtees to charities in order to create 
votes, appointing commiſſioners to turnpikes, 
licenſing ale-houſes, and proſtituting law, guſ- 


pel, truth and juſtice, for the purpoſes of in- 
B __ ordinate 
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ordinate pride, and for the eſtabliſhment of a 
not to be matched in any other bo- 


rough in his majeſty's dominions. 


This, fir, is what I dread may one day be 
the caſe at Wells: I do not fay it is fo now; 
every freeman will judge for himſelf; and 
thus much I will venture to ſay, every well 


4 
4 
; 
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yer ſaw, till under your wing he lately made 


| his appearance; and by the ſpecimen he then 


ve of his abilities, I am very confident our 
will not be conſiderable, if we ſhould have 
the good fortune never to ſee him again. 


From what has been ſaid, it is logical to 
conclude, that you, fir, have ao right divine 
to tyranniſe over our conſciences, and take a- 
way from free-born men the right of think- 
ing, judging, and chuſing for themſelves. 
Tou will ſay, perhaps, that you do not act 
alone in this buſineſs: act with whom you 
will, the voice of the county is againſt you; 
all ranks and orders of people cry out ſhame 
againſt ſo unnatural an oppoſition, which 


would fain prefer a ſtranger to one who was 


born and bred amongſt us. The popularity 
which Mr. Taylor enjoys in the town, the 
acclamations that attend his name where- 
ever he goes, very plainly demonſtrate what 

are the wiſhes and opinions formed in the pre- 
ſent juncture. But give me leave to aſk, 
who is your confederate in this work? is Mr. 
T—dw—y the perſon? I will ſuſpend my 


opinion of that gentleman till I ſee him cloſe 


the ſcene in this Comedy of Errors. I ſhall 
wait till the laſt act, and then I will give my 
B2 judg- 
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judgment upon the character he ſuſtains. If 
he perſiſts to the end of this pokrical drama, 
to wiſh that the freemen of Wells may not 
elect a townſman for their repreſentative, I 
will then tell him that he has acted a part 
which becomes him leſs perhaps than any man 
in the world : for let us conſider how Mr. 


T—dw—y has been treated by the people of 


Wells. He was a ſtocking-maker in this town; 
I do not ſay this to depreciate him; I ama 
tradeſman myſelf, and I reſpe& thoſe of my 
own level and condition in life; he was of a 
fair character, and for his rank no incompe- 


tent underſtanding. I have talked with Mr. 


Bal, with whom he worked as journeyman : 
his qvondam MasrER {| very hand- 
ſomely of him. I find he was well paid, and 
5 that he diligently earned his wages. When 
an acceſſion of fortune raiſed him in the world, 
he met with no envy or malice : the freemen 
joined to raiſe him ſtill higher; they made him 
their deputy to parliament, and rejoiced in the 


opportunity of repoſing their confidence in a 


tuwnſman, without making any invidious re- 
flections upon his birth or his education. When 
Mr. T—-dw—y declined to ſerve any longer, 
they paid him the compliment of ch 


ſon. What is the caſe at preſent ? Mr. T—y- 


L—R'sS 


uſing his 
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L—R's anceſtors were all known in the cor- 
poration ; he went early in life from this place 
to ſettle in London: he carried with him a 
ſmall fortune, and his induſtry ſoon procured 
him ſucceſs in buſineſs, He has been a man 
of property in this neig bourhood for a num- 
ber of years. We rejoiced to hear that he 
was thriving in the world, and, he was ever 
glad to ſee a Wells-man in London. During 
the late war he was employed in Germany, in 
2 very important public truſt; and that he 
acquitted himſelf with honour I have a right to 
preſume, for no complaint is made againſt 
him. That his poſt was lucrative, and that 
he now enjoys a ſplendid affluence, I moſt 
heartily rejoice, for two reaſons, firſt, 
becauſe I am pleaſed with the good for- 
tune of a townſman, and ſecondly, be- 
cauſe I am glad we have at length a 
perſon ef ſpirit and ability to look de- 
ſpotiſm in the face, and retrieve the honour 
of his native borough. Mr. 2 has 
now, in the adjacent pariſhes, three times the 
property of any other man in the corporation; 
he pays of courſe the greateſt proportion to the 
rates; he has an affection for the place of his 
nativity, and I am willing with a number of 
others to give him my voice at the enſuing 
B 3 election 
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election. Will Mr. T—dw—y be the man 
to tell me, don't do it? will he fay tothe 
freemen of Wells, don't chooſe a town-born 
candidate, but let your election fall upon a 
ſtranger ? how will that advice come from the 
mouth of Mr. T—dw—y ? can he bear lite 
the Turk no brother near the Throne ? will he 
ſay in his own caſe chuſe me or my family, 
and when Mr. Taylor offers himſelf, will he 
cry out, reject a townſman, and prefer A 
banker at Temple-Bar ? This will be blowing 
hot and cold with a vengeance. The doctrine 
will appear to all men of ſenſe abſurd, unna- 
tural, and impolitic ; and let me add, if he 
ſhews a ſtranger the way to purchaſe the bo- 
rough in deſpite of that laudable partiality 
which we all naturally bear to thoſe who were 
born and have lived among us, the expedient | 
will be dangerous and may one day recoil upon 
himſelf. I his is the ſeaſon of Nabobs, and 
the general election is not very diſtant. I wait 
therefore to ſee how Mr. T—dw—y will con- 
duct himſelf in this nice and important criſis. 


Fut it ſeems you, fir, have ſtrong objections 
to urge againſt Mr. T—yl-r: you have al- 
ready urged them in the hearing of many of 
us; and I ſhall give them their due weight. 
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He is, you fay, of an unbounded ambition, 
and now that fortune has dealt out her favours 
to him with a liberal hand, he is a BasHaw in 
his temper ; he will not be contented with a 
ſingle ſeat in parliament, but has formed a de- 
fign to engroſs the borough to himſelf. His 
beſt and moſt powerful friends know his de- 
ſigns; they are at the bottom of the oppoſi- 
tion ſet on foot againſt him; Mr. T-dw—y is 
obliged upon the principles of ſelf-defence to 
make a ſtand in behalf of Mr. Cd; and in 
ſhort, Mr. T—yl—r by offering himſelf at 
preſent means to enſlave us deeper than ever. 


Theſe, fir, are your own givings out: you 
cannat recede from the words, or at leaſt from 
the purport of them. If your allegations be 
true, I am willing to ſuſpend my intentions 
in favour of Mr. T—yl—r ; but on the other 
hand, if the whole is of your own coining, 
what muſt we think of you, fir, who thus 
uncharitably bear falſe witneſs againſt your 
neighbour ? 4 


Before I open the facts, which will throw 
the cleareſt light upon this matter, I will make 
you one conceſſion, which is this :—The tale 
you have ventured to ſend abroad into the 
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world, though it will not embelliſh your 
moral character, yet certainly in a political 
light it does honour to your talents, for in fact 
you was put to your laſt ſhift, and it was 
worth your while to hazard the fiction, how- 
ever abſurd and improbable it may appear to 
thinking men. A perſon well verſed in ſtate- 
matters (I think it was Cardinal De Reiz) 
uſed to ſay, Give me a political he, that will 
live but one day, and the miſchief it will work in 
that time, toill not be eafily cured. Though I 
do not mean to rank you with the reverend 
ſtateſman, whom I have juſt mentioned, yet 
in the under parts of his character you may 


very well imitate him. Little dexterity and 


cunning are qualities not above the reach of 
your genius, Accordingly, your ſtory found 
a vent, and for a day was current amongſt us. 
It ſtaggered our opinions; and in our per- 
plexity we applied to Mr. T—yl-r for an 


explanation. He difavowed the imputation in 


the moſt ſolemn and peremptory manner. 


He aſſured us he had done all in his power to 


preſerve peace and good neighbourhood, and 
that he had even promiſed you to act in con- 
cert with Mr. T-dw—y, and not to canvaſs 


tor a ſingle vote till he firſt applied for yours, 


of which from your own declarations he 
Mo thought 


went to ſolicit Mr. T-dw—y's vote; that 
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thought himſelf certain. In conſequence of 
this, as ſoon as the vacancy happen'd he waited 
upon you to requeſt your concurrence. The 
maſk then fell off, and your language was as 
extraordinary as perhaps ever paſſed from one 
gentleman to another. I will throw it into 
dialogue in the genuine manner in which it 
happened. I wait upon you, fir, for ydur vote 
and intereſt—$8hg't not ba it—But, fir, you 

ted me— , a Lie, I did not—Bur, fir, 
if you will be ſo good as to recollet—1 tell 
thee it's a Lie, and ſha't not ba it.— But what 
have I done, fir, to alter your ſentiments ſo 
very much fince we laſt talked this matter 
over ? Thee haſt aſſociated with My enemies. —1 
did not know you had any enemies; who are 
they? Here the names of ſome of the moſs re- 
ſpectable gentlemen of the town were mentioned, 
with this poſitive declaration, PII never forgive 
thee for it. The conference could not be very 
long after this; with great compoſure of mind 


Mr. T—yl--r retreated, and immediately 


gentleman choſe not to be at home. 'Your 


meaſures then appeared to have been artfully 
preconcerted; and the name of Mr. C—d was, 


for the firſt time, heard of -by the freemen of 
Wells. Mr. T—yl—r ftill wiſhed nothing 


A 
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more than to preferve the quiet and harmony 


of the borough : he applied himſelf to the firſt 


gentlemen of the county, who were then in 
town at the affizes; he was deſirous that his 
character ſhould be canvaſſed, that the objec- 
tions to him ſhould be laid open, and if at a 
proper meeting he cou'd not juſtify himſelf, he 
was willing to abandon his pretenſions. Even 
this propofal was rejected; the plot began to 


thicken, and it was 4 vibe that his excluſion 


from parliament was the point you had reſolved 


upon. The ſecret machinations however of 


your Jun ro were nat ſufficient to deter him 
from offcring himſelf a candidate. He ap- 
pealed from your determinations to the gene- 


ral voice of the freemen, and what that voice 


15, you, fir, and your agents in the corpara- 
don, are by this time, to your great ſurprize, 
fully informed. And now let me aſk you, in 

this proceeding, which I have ſtated fairly, 
are there any marks of that over-bearing am- 
dition, of which you complain? Where is 
the proof that he ever formed a deſign to hold 
this borough as you have done, in a ſtate of 
vuffalage to himſelf? he declared, it ſeems, 
to you, tbat he would turn out Mr. T—d- 
w—y, and bring in both the members: can 


any man of common ſenſe give the ſmalleſt 


degree 


ſions, he would have declared 
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degree of credit to this aſſertion ? Allowing 
that he had conceived ſuch a project, is it pro- 
bable that he would confide the ſecrets of his 
heart to you, whom he knew connected in 


politics moſt intimately with Mr. T—-dw—y + 
We all know Mr. T—y-r to be a man of 
ſenſe, and you muſt prove him an ideot before 
we can ſuppoſe him capable of fuch an egre- 
gious act of folly. But what reaſon can be a&- 
ſigned for your not accepting the propoſed 
meeting? why did you not come forth and 
charge him with it? the anſwer is obvious: 
you would have heard his abſolute difavowalt 
of the intention imputed to him, and in the 
face of men of rank and honour you would 
have ſeen him ready to bind himſelf by the 
moſt obligatory ties never to give any trouble 
to the ſitting member upon any future va- 
cancy. What he faid upon all private occa- 
publickly, that 
he had no objection to Mr. C. T—-dw—y, but 
on the contrary that he entertained very ho- 
nourable notions of that gentleman. But to- 
bring matters to this iſſue, would not have an- 
ſwered your purpoſe : a coalition between two 
members, who are natives of the place, would- 
eſfectually put an end to all your dreams of 
power. That they would botn in all future 
"eel 
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elections merit the favour of the freemen, 


is a probability too ſtrong and glaring - 


what then muſt become of that hierarchy which 
you have ſo long maintained in the corpora- 


tion? ye long expected, ye dear lawn-fleves, 


farewell! The Hic Priest's Occuparion's 
cont ! A diſaſter like this was at all events to 
be prevented. A ſpecious pretext was ne- 
ceſſary to colour the intended oppoſition, and 
Mr. T—dw—y's apprehenſions were to be 
alarmed, that he might be deluded from a 
purſuit of his own true and real intereſt to 
co-operate with your ſchemes of ambition. So 
far you have ſucceeded. You have plainly evin- 
ced your dexterity in acting upon the paſſions 
of the human mind, but how far the mind 
thus acted upon has given a proof of its pe- 
netration and judgment, I ſhall not ſtay to en- 
quire. Thus much I muft obſerve, that in 
matters of importance to be governed by ima- 
gination, 1s a weakneſs that for ever leads 
to error and diſappointment. In cafes where 
facts can he reſorted to, the ſuggeſtions of fancy 
will furniſh but a poor apology for miſconduct. 
When a perſon, of whatever ſituation in life, 
inconſiderately does an injury to another, it is 
idle to ſay, I thought ſo,” or I was told 
fo”; he ſhould have acted upon the ſureſt 
| ground. 
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ground. I once ſaw a paſſionate fellow knock 
a gentleman down in a London coffee-houſe 
without any previous warning; he gave for 
his reaſon that he thought the party thus 
madly attacked intended to do the ſame 
to him, but the court of King's-bench was 
not fatisfied with that fort of logic, 
and a very heavy fine was the conſequence. 
Were it otherwiſe, Don Quixotte when he at- 
tacks a barber, miſtaking his baſon for an 
helmet, or when he makes a furious onſet 
upon a windmill, thinking it a giant, muſt 
be allowed to act conſiſtently with ſound dif- 
cretion. When maids turned bottles call aloud 
for corks, it is true they fancy they have oc- 
caſion for corks, but fancy is not enough to 
juſtify them. The moſt that can be ſaid, is, 
that they reafon right upon wrong principles, and 
ſorry I am that there is no better a palliative 
for Mr. CL T—dw—y's preſent conduct. 
Nay, I am afraid he will be diveſted of that 
apology ; for when diſadvantageous ideas of 
Mr. T—yl-r were firft impreſſed upon him, 
he ſhould have traced the whole to a full diſ- 
covery, even to conviction : But ſince, in- 
ſtead of doing fo, he thought proper chimeri- 

cally to ſet up an oppoſition, I think he will 
find in the end that be reaſoned twrong!y upon 
wrong principles. : You 
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Lou now ſee, fir, how the argument ſtands 


| Manon us. I will refreſh your memory 
with a ſhort ſtate of it. You aſſert that Mr. 


T—yl—r intended to monopoliſe the borough, 
he denies it. The negative which he gives to 
your bare affirmative, is with us, who know 
ye both, a ſufficient anſwer; but his negative 
is attended with corroborating circumſtances. 
To reveal himſelf to you, whoſe character 
wanted no illuſtration, would have been the 
groſſeſt abſurdity, therefore not imputable to 
Mr. T—yl—r. Beſides, you have been chal- 
lenged to a meeting; you have been provoked 
to the proof; but inftead of coming forth in 
epen day-light, you have taken to cover, and 
I am now obliged to be at the pains of dig- 
ging you out. Add to this, that Mr. T—y- 
r was ever ready not only to refute the 
charge, but to leave it to gentlemen of rank 
both in town and the country to mark out the 
boundaries of his ambition. nts 
entered into in ſo open and ſolemn a manner 
would have been the rules of his conduct; for 
he now feels the good-will of the neighbour- 
ing gentlemen fo forcibly, that he would not 
Ightly be induced to forfeit their eſteem. 
Could more than this be offered ? moſt clearly 


not; and it is as clear that from the premiſes 
I am 
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I am now warranted to conclude that Mr. 
T—yl—r is a candidate upon principles of 
moderation, and that he is not the perſon who 
wants to command the borough, and make 
both the members. 


But there are who have been dictators at 
Wells, and want to perpetuate their dictator- 
ſhip. The men who have been fo ſanguine 
in their ambition ſhall now be made manifeſt 
to the world. In order to this, I ſhall not be 
content to fay © I fancy it,” or I believe it,” 
or © I was told it;“ I will adduce the facts; 
facts, fir, that you are privy to; facts that 
are too ſtubborn for a refutation. ; 


As ſoon as it was known to you that our 
late repreſentative was to be called to the up- 
per houſe of parliament, did not you then, 
fr, as if you alone had a voice at Wells, enter 
into a treaty with a noble lord to bring in his 
ſon though under ape, far the vacant ſeat ? 
the word with you was, if Mr. Tay can be 
kept quiet, the affair may d managed twithout dif- 
ſculty. Your policy in this part of the buſs. 


neſs had ſame depth, and I muſt give you 
credit for it. You had the art to addreſs 
yourſelf to the very nobleman wham Mr. 

T—yl-r 
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T—y!—r had every reaſon to reſpect. His 
obligations, you agreed with yourſelf, will not 
permit him to oppoſe the fon of that noble 
lord, and you therefore were till to have the 
appearance of being the ſole manager of the 
town of Wells : but, on the other hand, if he 
ſhould oppoſe him, he will be forced to re- 
nounce his connections, and give you and 
your Jux ro an opportunity to load him with 
the charge of ingratitude. The plot, it muſt 
be owned, was well imagined, and the ſitua- 
tion, which you had thus prepared for Mr. 
— would have been highly embarraſ- 
fing. What he would have done I cannot 
fay ; but the freemen, I am ſure, would have 
inſiſted that he ſhould not deſert them; for in 
fact they were determined not to be cyphers in 
their own moſt important concerns any longer ; 
nay the only one of your body who, beſides 
yourſelf, has a vote, has not heſitated to de- 


+ clare that he would not have acted with you 


upon ſuch a plan. Be that as it may, the ne- 
gotiation went on, and at a particular period 
was underſtood to be agreeable to you and 
to Mr. T-dw—y. Can you deny this to be 


the fact? I have read the Letters, which diſ- 
cloſe this dark tranſaction, and were they in 
my poſſeſſion I ſhould here inſert proper ex- 

tracts 
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tracts from them. But Mr. T—yl-r has the 
letters, and, ſhould you make it neceſſary, 
will, as I am informed, be ready to print them. 
It is now natural to enquire, how came this 
ſcheme, which was ſo well concerted, not to 
take place? Becauſc there was another perſon, 
who, like yourſelf, had taken upon him to 
diſpoſe of the borough. Mr. Cl. T—dw—y 
had many months ago made a foreign alliance 
with Mr. C—1J. The New treaty could not 
therefore be acceded to, till a banker at 
Temple-Bar was conſulted. A letter was ac- 
cordingly writ to him, and he inſiſted upon 
his Bargain. Good God !—a Bargain for what? 
For the freemen of Wells; with whom? 
with the perſon who had undertaken to be the 
GuaRDIAN OF THEIR LiBERTIES.. Are they 


to be enſlaved by him? to be diſpoſed of to 


' a ſtranger according to his will and pleaſure ? 


Has he a Patent for monopolizing the bo- 
rough? Does he aſſume a Power to bargain 
for his conſtituents without their own con- 
ſent? Did the corporation meet upon this 
buſineſs ? They did not. Were the Free- 
men convened to give him a letter of at- 
torney ? Nothing of that fort was done. What 
has this Gentleman taken into his head? Does 
he think the Borough of Wells is in a few 
C years 
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years become to him an Antigua-Plantation ? 
He may be the Lord of ſtaves abroad, but he 
is the repreſentative of freemen in England. 
I am not inclined to preſs Mr. T—dw—y too 
band; but I would aſk him, does he im 

Mr r is to be condemned for what be 
bas not done, and that he himſelf is not to be 


cenſured for what be is now actually doing ? Dean 


Swift, from whom he may learn more wiſdom 
than from any other Dean whatever, tells a 
pleaſant ſtory. A far fellow of enormous bulk 
was got into a crowd: In that ſituation ſhov- 
ing and elbowing about, and occupying all 
the ſpace he could, he was ſtill exclaiming, 
good lord! How the people preſs! a man, who 
had ftood by very quietly, could not help 


telling him, take your own bundle of guts out 


of the way, and then we ſhall bave room enough. 
In fact it is neither modeſt, nor decent, in fo 


young a member, whoſe family hut very lately 
found their way into the corporation, and who 


was Choſen himſelf upon the foundation of be- 
ing a native, to begin already to render his 
will the law of the place, in return for the 
compliment he has met with. I am ſure that 


Sir William Wyndham, who was born in the 


conaty, and repreſented it in parFament with 


unby..:ded popularity during his life, and with 
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immortal honour to his memory, did not, at 
any one period of that great influence, to 
which his comprehenſive talents entitled him, 
exert ſo arbitrary, ſo unconſtitutional an 
effort * power. 


Were I to expreſs Mt. Cl. T—1w—y's fen- 
timents, as they ſtrike me, without any gloſs 
or varniſh, it ſhou'd be in plain Engliſh as 


To the worthy Eleftors of the City of Mell. 


GENTLEMEN, 
The honour of being choſen one of your repre- 


ſentatives in parliament, is ſo great, that my beart 


is filled with PRIDE inftead of GraTiTuDE, and 
therefore I now modeſtly tell you, that you be- 
bave very ill, if you do not let me chooſe the other 
member. I have bargained fer you with a rich © 
man, who bas not the ſpirit to part with much 
money; but keep your own counſel, and you will | 
bave the name of ſelling yourſelves, wwhich will be 


your apolagy for rejecting a teaunſman, who bas 
 -preſumed'to offer himſelf without: aſting my leave. 
Should you chuſe Mr. T—yl—r, I tell you fairly, 


T ever can egree with him. He bas taten upon 


im to cenſure my 1 * vvting in p—lm—t 
Saint 
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. againſt the intereſts of the borough I repreſent, in 


@ matter which was ſupported againſt me by the 
two repreſentatives of the county. Befides, ſhould 
Mr. T—yl—r be choſen, he bas a large fortune, 
will ſpend much of it amongſt ye, and by bis mu- 
mificence will make it neceſſary for me to do ſome 
good ;, whereas if Mr. C——d is the man, be 


will live at Temple-bar, may come here once more 


to give ten guineas to thoſe of the poor who don't 
buzza for Taylor, and ſo I fhall be in no ap- 
prebenſſon of being excelled in generoſity by the 
public ſpirit of my collegue. Mr. Child's fortune 
bas accrued from the uſe of public money as well 
as Mr. at and I recommend bim. 


Witneſs Ourſelf, &c. 


N. B. I bad no compliment to pay the gentle- 
men of the county : Mr. C——d is Mortgagee in 
Poſſeſſion of 200! per annum in Somerſet, and is 
. therefore the fitteſt man to repreſent you. 


Thus I cranſlae the language of Mr. 
T—dw—y's heart in plain and honeft 
terms. Let me now, fir, return to you. 
Are not the facts here advanced true and 


undeniable ? Should you offer to contro- 


vert them, the ſame letters, to which I have al- 
ready alluded, will aſcertain the whole beyond 
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you have done in open day, ſince the oppo- 
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the poſſibility of a Doubt. Who then wants 
to make the two members? Men of ſenſe 


will anſwer the queſtion, and therefore l will 
urge the point no further. 


By this dime, I flatter myſelf, I ſtand fuf- 
ficiently juſtified in my intention to vote for 
Mr. T—yl—r. I will add a few reaſons more, 
and then conclude this letter, which has ſwel- 
led to a ſize I did not foreſee. Not only, fir, 
the clandeſtine tranſactions in which you have 
been engaged, without any authority from the 
worthy electors of this city, are ſtrong incen- 
tives to my preſent conduct, but the deeds 


ſition began, confirm my refolution. When 
I ſaw a ſpiritual corporation, under your 
auſpices, parading the itreets of Weils, enter- 
ing ſhops and public-houſes, ſoliciting votes, 
receiving affronts, deſpiſed, rejected, and re- 


buffed in many places, and indeed condemned 


in all; I was ſhocked for the dignity of the 
church, and I felt a generous pang of concern 


for the perſon, who could thus in his grey 
hairs expoſe old age to ſcorn. I could not 


would be, ſhould the laity attempt to make a 
Cy in your department, and I therefore 
C 3 determined 


help reflecting what your temper of mind 
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determined to oppoſe your unſeemly ohtruſion 
upon us in civil matters. I ſhall not expatiate 


upon the induſtry with which falſchood and 
detraction have been daily iſſued out, and 
propagated by the tools of your JunTo ; nor 
ſhall I ſay a word of the unperious menaces, 

which have been ſent to alehouſe- men and 
other publicans, importing that their licences 
ſhould not be renewed, if they preſumed. to 
vote according to their duty with a ſpirit of 
independence. Thoſe facts are ſufficiently 
known, and it is with indignation that every. 
honeſt mind beholds the honour of magiſtracy 
perverted to ſuch ignoble ends. Let that buſy 
creature of faction, Tye Currier, hunt out 
the little debts of the well-meaning and la- 
borious journeyman, and threaten to arreſt 
him for drinking a glaſs of October to the 
ſucceſs of Mr. T—yl—r: Let him gallop 
three times a week to Briſtol, ro cabal in punch- 
houſes ; let him take Bath in his way back, 

and there drop a lie to delude the ignorant; 
and if he has a mind, let him once more look 
a JupGMExT rox BRIBERY in the face; he 
moves no paſſion but contempt. But let that 
other tool of your well-nigh extinguiſhed power 
beware how he attempts to put halters about 


* necks of the innocent and inalfentiee. 


We 
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We could allow him to walk the ſtreets «b 
Wells ruLL-cHESTED with pride, his head 
toſſed up aloft to ſnuff the air with diſdain, 
while his arms ſwing to and fro ro helps. 
along under the weight of his importance 8 
could permit him to diſcharge labourers from 
the turnpike-road, for xuzzainG For TAr- 
LOR ; the men fo diſcharged can find as good. 
employment elſewhere. Theſe a:e but little 
acts of power, and, if be does not put allum in 
his bread, I ſhould not be for differing with him 
about trifles. But the matter grows ſerious, 
when a man raiſed to a ſhare in the adminiſ- 
tration of juſtice, wilfully comes forth to 
proſtitute that very juſtice, waica is entruſted 
to him, becauſe his mind is tainred wien the 
pernicious venom of a party. When a ſett of 
harmleſs fellows, without urrering an oath, 
without weapons of any ſort, without ſhewing 
any tendency to a breach ot che pciice, gather 
together upon no bad deſign, and withour ſtrik- 
ing any terror, but merely to drink the health 
of a candidate for the place in which rhey 
hve, ſhall a juſtice of the peace, becauſe he is 
of the contrary party, arm himſelf with the 
terrors of the law, and read the riot- act, that 
men may be hanged for no other crime 
than wiſhing well to a townſman whom they 
C 4 __ have 
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have reaſon to love? is not this making a cruel 


uſe of a ſevere act of parliament to counteract 


one of the moſt eſſential laws of the land, 


that law which enacts, that the elections of 
members ro ſerve in parhament ſhall be free ? 
the proceeding is as bad as if you, fir, in your 
ſacred function, ſhould refuſe the ſacrament to 
a voter for Mr. T—yl-r, alledging that he is 
not in charity with Mr C—d. Tmuſt dwell a 
moment longer upon this topic. Let not the 
proceeding be called a mere error of judgment 
in the magiſtrate. Were he known to be a 
perſon of moderation, it might paſs for a co- 
lourable excuſe; but when his attachments 
are conſidered, and when it is added, that there 
was within a few doors a mob, if that word 
_ muſt be uſed, atleaſt as riotous for Mr. C—d, 
and that this worthy juſlice was not guilty of 
ſuch an error, as to put them in danger of 
being hanged; in this caſe J cannot but pro- 
nounce that his behaviour has tou much the 
aſpect of partiality, rancour, and oppreſſion. 
Muſt it be made felony without clergy to wiſh 
well to Mr. T—yl-—r? Muſt the gallows be 
ſet up to canvaſs for Mr. C—d in Wells? 
After that, I ſhould not wonder to hear you 
deny the unhappy victims chriſtian burial. 


But 
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But to draw to a conclufion :—You are 
egregiouſly miſtaken if you imagine that we 
are to be thus terrified out of our votes; and 

I will let Mr. C——d know that he too is 
miſtaken if he thinks we are to be BrIBED 
out of them. I ſay IBE D, and I am autho- 
riſed to do it by that memorable fpeech which 
he made a few nights ago at the Swan : Gen- 
tlemen, my buſineſs * me from bence; I ſhall 
return again; my agents will entertain you in the 
mean time, and I am determined (throwing his 
hat upon the table as a pledge for his word) 
to carry the borough if it coſts me Ten Tnou- 
Sand Pounds. Is this the man whom Mr. 
Cl. T—-dw—y has found for us? is this the 
underftanding upon which our LIBERTY 
and ProyeRTY are to depend? Sir, Mr. C—d 
way fight for your paſſions, and the paſſions 
of Mr. Cl. T—dw—y, and he may be as ex- 
penſive as he pleaſes upon the occaſion. He 
is a banker, and as his fortune was made by 
the depoſits the public made with him, let 
him refund to the public as much as he will, 
I ſee no harm in his doing it; but if he, or the 


currier, or any other of his agents, offers me 
a Bribe, I will convince him that Mr. CI. 
T—dw—y has traduced me, if he faid I am 

wy 


(42) 


to be bought. There are amongſt us, and I 
am conſident it will appear fo, a ſett of hut 
geſſes and freemen ſuperior to corruption, who. 
know Mr. T—yl—r, who. are ſenſible of the. 
ſervices he has already done the town, who can 
foreſge further advantages likely to accrue 
from the generoſity of his ſpirit, and who will 
be able by an unqueſtiopable majority to make 
him our repreſentative in parliament. When- 
ever that day comes, I will venture to pro- 
heſy from his love of induſtry, and his 
of buſineſs, that trade and, manu- 
factures vil be encouraged at Wells, and that 
we ſnall boaſt more thriving young men ſent 
forth into the world by Mr. T—yl—r from 
this place, than perhaps any other borough in 
the kingdom. Theſe. are the bribes we ex- 
Feet from him; they are honeſt bribes, and as 
know we ſhall meet with ſuch, he has my 
hearty wiſhes for his ſucceſs ; and then I would 
recommend to you the following text, very 
little altered from the ſacred page, for the next 
ſermon you ſhall preach: Behold this was the 
iniquity of the Dean's faction at Wells, pride, ful- 
neſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs ; nei- 
ther did they ſtrengthen the hand of the poor and 


needy 
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needy ; and they were haughty, and committed 
abomination before me; therefore I took them 4- 


way, as I ſaw good." 


I am, Sir, | 


Bu NOT YOUR VOTER, 


2 % » 000 


WezLLs, O04. 12, 1765. 


POSTSCRIPT. OR. 21ft. 


Cannot diſmiſs this letter, without paying 
due attention to Mr. Clem. Tudtoay and the 
Dean of Melli, who have appeared rogether in 
Pope's Chronicle of Thurſday laſt, like the two 
Kings of Brentford, ſmelling to the fame noſe- 
gay. It is indeed a little unlucky, that they 
were obliged to follow Mr. Taylor's Addreſs 
in the ſame paper, becauſe, being ſo con- 
traſted to a plain narrative of facts, the public 


will be better able to judge what ſort of an 


anſwer theſe two gentlemen have given. 


That a plan was formed for the ruin of Mr. 
Clem. Tudway's intereſt, he tells us, is plain 
from Mr. Tayler's behavicur to bis father's fa- 
mily ſince bis return from Germany. Beſides this 
he bed aſſurances from the Dean and Lord Digby, 
and thus the proof is ſtrong and clear. I with 
be would aſſiſt my underſtanding, for I own 


I do not comprehend his reaſoning. On 


which of his proots does he rely ? Upon the 


former, I ſuppoſe, for he calls it, to bim the 
moſt convincing proof of Mr. Taylor's intention. 
This, I take it, is paying a greater complunent 

to 
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to his own judgment than to the information 
of the Dean or Lord Digby : the noble lord 
and the reverend tale-bearer have. thus very 
little thanks for their pains. When the folio 
edition of Mr. Tudway's apology comes into 
the world, he will there, I preſume, give at 
large the particulars of Mr. Taylor's conduct, 
that we may judge how acutely he has argued 
with himſelf upon this matter. I long much 
for a ſpecimen of his ſagacity in tracing the 
actions of men up to thoſe principles which 
give riſe to them; and I will before hand freely 
declare, that, there are ſome certain points, 


in regard to which I hold Mr. Taylor altoge- 
ther indefenſible. 


iſt. Ie was wrong of Mr: Taylor to * 
back the races to Wells, (after an intermiſſion 
of twelve years) without previouſly conſult- 
ing Mr. Tudway or any of his family.—I know 
the good of the town is urged in excuſe of 
this meaſure.— Better than a thouſand pounds, 
they ſay, was ſpent at Wells during the race- 
week. —It may be ſo, bur, to uſe the Dean's 
words, it is ambition and aſſurance in Mr. Tay- 


lor to do good without aſking leave of the 
3 


2dly. 
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2dly. When Paris Taylor was appointed 
theriff of the county, he choſe twenty free- 
men for his javelin-men, without taking, as 
he ought to have done, Mr. Tudway's direc- 
tions: and this, it muſt be acknow 
carries with it evident marks of a dangerviis 
ambition derived to him from his father, * 
is therefore accountable for it. 


Adly. When a ſcheme to eſtablith a manu- 

doe 1 in the borough was in agitation, Mr. 
Tudway with that modeſt re/erve which is natu- 
ral to him on ſuch occaſions, ſubſcribed a gui- 
nea; but PrTER Tavion profiigately and impu- 

dentiy gave One Hunpaed Pounps,; and this, 
I think, is very juſtly reſented by the whole | 
Tudway family. 


4thly. PzTzx Tavior was fo far carried 
by his ambition and aſſurance, that he preſumed 
to bid for an eſtate at a public auction againit 
Mr. Tudway, which is, in my * an in- 
ſult never to be forgiven. 


Theſe facts, properly enforced, will, I fear, 


go a great way to prove a deep deſign to en- 
groſs the borough : But ſtill, I think, further 


proof will be wanted. Do Swiſs talks of 
a pro- 
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a ptfefior, who was particularly ſhrewd iti 
aiſeovering plots and conſpiracies againſt the 
ment. He adviſed great ſtuteſmen to ex- 
nile into the diet of all ſiſpected pirſons ; thetr 
times of eating; upon which fide they lay in led; 
ith which band they wiped their poſteriors'; to 
rake u frist view of their excrements, und from the 
colour, the odour, the tafte, rhe confiſtence, tbe 
crudeheſ, or maturity of digeftion, form u juily- 
ment "of their thoughts and defigns ; bectuſe vita 
are never fo ſerious, thoughtful, au intent, 45 
when they are at fou; which he found Iy fre- 
quent experanent ; for in fuch confuntures, When 
he uſed meeriy as a trial to confiler which wis 
the beſt way of murdering the king, bis 'ordiite 
would tute a tinfure ef green, 2292 
rent wben de thought "only of raiſing an 
'reftion, or burning the metropolis. I hope 
Tudway has employed a ſpy of this ſolt #poin 
Mr. Taylor: there are many in the town very 
Proper for the occupation; one in particular, 
who is now lying, ſputtering, and doing every 
fpecies of dirty work with a view to a Canonry, 
would acquir himſelf very handiomety in tuch 
an office. From him I expect to hear what 
the habit of body will be when a man's un- 
bition will not be confined within the narrow li- 
mits of one member, together with many im- 
| portan 
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portant anecdotes of the ſame nature, which 
will fully evince, to the ſatisfaction of every 

unprejudiced mind, that Mr. Taylor peremp- 

torily reſolved to ruin Mr. Tudway's intereſt. 


If proofs of this ſort ſhould fail, I fear Mr. 
Tudway muſt then reſort back to the informa- 
tion he had from the Dean and Lord Dighy. 
In this caſe, it will poſſibly be argued that, 
when a man tells me of a fact, concerning 
which I had no other knowledge, this in- 
formation is only HEARSAVY, and if J give 
credit to it, I then depend upon Hearſay. But 
Mr. CI xu. Tupway chuſes to alter the natu- 
ral import of words. However, if he 
did not bepend upon Hearſay, what does he de- 
pend upon? He aſſures us, he proof is ſtrong 
and clear, and this with weak minds will, I 
ſuppoſe, paſs for very good logick. 


I am glad to find this gentleman bas formed 
n0 evil deſign againſt bis country. I had a pure 


night's reſt after hearing this, for I had read 


how the united provinces were well nigh ruin- 
ed by a rat, and what muſt become of poor 
old England, if ſhe had ſo formidable an 
enemy as Mr. Clem. Tudway ?—The declara- 
tion he has been pleaſed to make will, no 

doubt 
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doubt, have a wonderful influence upon our 


affairs in all foreign courts. The Canads bills, 
I dare ſay, will ſhortly be paid; and the 
Menxilla ranſom cannot be long in ſuſpenſe ; for 
Im apt to believe the powers of Europe will 
be induced to take the gentleman's word, 


when they are told that the ffatute of treaſons 
is {tl in force in this kingdom. 


That he was with his friend Mr. Aſitebell in 
Dor ſetſbire, and not in Londen, as was falſely 
and maliciouſly ſuggeſted, might be matter of 
triumph to Mr Tudway, if he had not told us, 
that be did not repent of bis oppoſition. If he 
did not go to Dorſetfbire, as Mrs. Cole did to 
Bologne, To rePeNT, I cannot fee what dif- 
ference it makes where he was. A man charg- 
ed by the late Mr. Pope with keeping an ale- 
houſe upon Tower-hill, ſwore it was a damned 
lye, for it was in Holbourn he kept an ale- 
houſe, and he never lived upon Tower“ hill: 
Bur for my part I cannot ſee what he gained by 
| proving an alibi, ſince he ſold fcurvy-graſs ale 
whenever oe bred. 


I like Mr. Tudway's notion of ſelf-defence: 


if drawing his ſword, and making the firſt 
aſſault may be termed ſelf-defence, he is right; 
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but to a plain underftanding I am afraid he 
will appear the Ack Esso; as much the ag- 


gyelibe as the poor knight of Ls Mancha when 
he rode full tilt at a windmill, and (Marx 
THe CaTasTROPHE!) got himſelf and his 


— 


The Dean of Wells is the very pink of 
: He anſwers like the man in the play, 
You he, 1 did not give you the he, and I'll bet 
you fue pounds I did not. —He proves what 
PeTex TayLor ſaid to him by telling us 
what Paris Taylor faid to Lord Digby : I have 
read of a boy who walked the ſtreets crying 
gut My father cures all forts of diſorders ; the 
father following at a diſtance anſwered The 
ebild ſays true. Perhaps the Dean imagines 
Mr. Taylor is weak enough in like manner to 
confirm every thing his ſon ſhall ſay ; but the 
world will hardly adopt fo abſurd a notion. 
Mr. Tudway is fo obliging as to give us hopes 
that he will write again; but the Dean is 
cruel, for he threatens to write no more. It 
was the advice of a newgate-attorney to his 
client, Confeſs nothing, and let em prove all they 
can; If that be the Dean's deſign, he may, 
for ought I can tell, be very wisz in ſo doing; 
' though, if I were of his council, I ſhould bid 
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him Try your hand once more, Mr. Dean, who 
knows but you may ſucceed better? Put your ma- 
terials together in your own manner, ; but be- 
fore you publiſh, call in ſomebody to correct 
the ſtile, and if he lends you a little of that 
fort of Engliſh, 8 is in common uſe 
among gentlemen, I think it will not be 
thought amiſs. You may likewiſe employ 
fore nenne 
RT: OO 
will believe the Dean before Mr. Taylor, for 
the Dean, &c.—let him hint gently that the 
Dean has through life maintained a very 
amiable character: But I would be ſparing of 
my expreſſions on this head; and if your 
ſcribbler ſhould add that be does not know the 
perſon whom be praiſes, all who Do xNow You 
will believe him. 


Indeed if a good — | 
tily drawn up in the form of an affidavit, I 
ſhould like that till the better; and if there can 
be found amongſt you ſome body hardy enough 
to ſwear it, your cauſe would receive great 
advantage, Take notice, as it is not to be 
ſworn in a court of record, your affidavit man 
will run no great riſk of being indicted for 
Perjury, which I take to be a circumſtance of 
much 


